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The North Carolina SweetPotato Commission Inc. is a nonprofit corporation made up of over 400 sweetpotato growers 
along with the packers, processors and business associates that support them. The sole purpose of the commission 
is to increase sweetpotato consumption through education, promotional activities, research and honorable  
horticultural practices among its producers. Thanks to the six sweetpotato farmers that chartered the commission 
in 1961, the commission has supported its growers and maintained North Carolina as the No. 1 sweetpotato  
producing state in the United States since 1971.

The benefits of growing sweetpotatoes 
by starting with plants that are certified 
to be disease-free and true-to-type 
are enormous increased yields, better 
sweetpotato quality, and reduced pesti-
cide use.  This type of return on invest-
ment sparked an idea between scien-
tists at North  
Carolina State 
University 
and North 
Carolina 
sweetpotato 
growers in 
the 1990s to 
develop the  
Microprop-
agation and 
Repository 
Unit (MPRU) 
at NCSU as 
a source of 
certified, clean sweetpotato 
plants for North Carolina farmers. 

MPRU grows popular cultivars from the 
NCSU sweetpotato breeding program 
and other sources starting from sterile 
tissue culture in the lab, then tests and 
confirms that the plants are free of  
disease-causing pathogens, are true-
to-type, and then increases these elite 
plants in certified clean greenhouses 
at NCSU. Members of the NC Certified 
Sweetpotato Seed Growers Association, 
Inc., purchase the elite certified plants 
produced by the MPRU every year to 

increase the volume of certified sweet-
potato plant and seed material that is 
available for NC sweetpotato growers for 
each growing season.  All sweetpotato 
plants, seed material, and the operations 
that produce them must meet the strict 
standards for certification and documen-

tation from 
the NC 
Crop Im-
provement 
Association  
b e f o r e  
certifie plant
 materials  
can be  
distributed. 

The annual 
product ion 
of elite cer-
tified sweet-

potato plants by the MPRU has more 
than quadrupled over the last 20 years 
to meet the steadily increasing demand 
by NC sweetpotato growers.  A lack of 
sufficient certified greenhouse space at 
NCSU for elite plant production by the 
MPRU has created a significant bot-
tleneck in annual production, so once 
again the NC sweetpotato growers have 
stepped-up to provide a solution.  The 
NC Certified Sweetpotato Seed Grow-
ers Association has made the strategic 

financial  commitment to fund the 

(Continued on page 5) 
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NC MARKETING REPORT 
February 03, 2019 - May 04, 2019

*Source: NCDA&CS Market News

During the listed time frame 3,991,579 
40 pound cartons of fresh market  

sweetpotatoes were shipped. 

During that same time period there was an 
additional 70,336,132 pounds of  

sweet potatoes sent to various processors
the breakdown is as follows:

The F.O.B. price ranges for this time period are:
 

 US # 1   $15.00-$18.00
 US # 2     $ 9.00-$10.00

 Jumbos    $10.00-$12.00
 US # 1 Petites $11.00-$15.00

The 2018 crop season total to date (August 19, 2018 thru May 04, 2019) is: 
9,555,245 (40 pound cartons fresh market sweet potatoes)… this compares to 13,007,924 
(40 pound cartons fresh market sweet potatoes) for the total to date last season of the 
2017 crop.

For questions, comments, concerns or if you are willing to become 
a contributor, please contact Karrie Gonzalez, NCDA&CS Market 
News Supervisor, at (919) 707-3121 or Karrie.Gonzalez@ncagr.gov02



CAPITOL 
  BRIEFS

Federal
& State

North Carolina Report: 
John Cooper - Connect C
The North Carolina Farm Act of 
2019 is moving in the State Senate 
through various committees.  After 
expected passage in the Senate, the 
legislation will go to the State House.  
It is important to all growers with 17 
sections.   The articles of importance 
include:
• Branding of North Carolina 

Sweetpotatoes
• State Hemp Program
• Unused Easements
• Agricultural Outdoor Advertising
• Soil and Water Conservation
• Present Use Value

It has been very challenging at the 
General Assembly the last two weeks 
with budget issues in the House and 
legislation in both chambers that 
needed to pass one chamber before 
the crossover deadline.  We are very 
grateful that Connect C was successful 
in our endeavors.  Now, we must work 
the Senate with their budget and 
pass our critical legislation.  Bills that 
were in the middle of the legislative 
process that have a budget or finance 
component or involve election laws are 
exempt from the crossover deadline.  

Senate leaders are working on their 
budget proposal to complete the 
budget process by the end of May.  
Therefore, floor votes are expected 
the week after Memorial Day. The 
two-year state budget passed the N.C. 
House 61-51.  Since then, it has been 
determined that $700 million dollars 
in additional funds will be generated 
from State revenue collections.  It will 
be interesting to see what the Senate 
does with the excess money -- Rainy 
Day fund?

The NC Chamber has announced 
the appointment of Ray Starling as 
General Counsel of the NC Chamber 
and President of the NC Chamber 
Legal Institute.  Ray currently serves 
as chief of staff to U.S. Secretary of 
Agriculture Sonny Perdue.

Federal Report:   
Brad Edwards - Jenkins Hill 
Consulting
Congress is close to finalizing the $17 
billion in disaster aid and will likely 
pass the U.S. Senate by end of May 
and signed by the President to provide 
relief to areas of the country impacted 
by hurricanes, fires and flooding.

Trade related matters continue to 
dominate executive and legislative 
branch discussions with China, USMCA 
(NAFAT) and the European Union 
 (EU) retaliatory tariffs proposed.  The 
Trump administration is discussing 

another round of federal aid for 
farmers hurt by the retaliatory  
tariffs after the recent negotiations 
with China failed to reach an agreement 
recently.   The details of this recent 
proposal are not finalized at this time, 
but one suggestion would be for the 
government to buy $15 billion of 
agricultural goods and distribute those  
goods to impoverished countries 
around the world.

Congress continues to work the Fiscal 
Year (FY) 2020  appropriations spending 
bills and will target to wrap those 
spending bills up by the September 
30, 2019 deadline. 

Rainbow.  
Full Spectrum Plant Nutrition.

Your crops need a full spectrum of plant nutrients to produce the 
best yields. A deficiency of only one nutrient could limit yields and 
reduce the quality of your crop. Rainbow Plant Food contains 
precise amounts of essential nutrients, chemically compounded 
in a homogenous granule. Your crops can quickly access the 
nutrients in Rainbow fertilizers, promoting hearty, healthy growth. 
When high yields and quality are critical, count on Rainbow 
Fertilizer to produce the best crops possible.
Find out more at RainbowPlantFoodProducts.com.

©2018 NUTRIEN Ltd.; Rainbow, NUTRIEN logos and  
designs are registered trademarks owned by NUTRIEN Ltd. 
01/19-63417
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Arcola Hardwood Co., Inc.
252-257-4484
Warrenton, NC

Barfoots of Botley
+44 1243 261211
www.barfoots.com
West Sussex, UK

BB&T
919-938-4768
www.bbt.com

Benchmark Buildings  
& Irrigation, Inc.
252-398-3116
www.bbandi.com

Bennett International Transport
252-206-5444
www.bennettig.com

Carolina Farm Credit
704-761-2897
www.farmcreditofnc.com

Carolina Easter - Benson
919-894-2922
www.carolina-eastern.com

Clinton Truck & Tractor Co.
910-592-4188
www.clintontt.com

Courtier Nordany Broker, Inc.
506-473-9492
www.nordany.com

Farm Pak Products, Inc.
252-459-3101
www.farmpak.com  
 
Frost, PLLC
919-782-8401
www.frostpllc.com

Georgia Pacific
404-652-2765
www.gpcorrugated.com 

Highland Fresh Technologies
13-951-2912
www.highlandfresh.net
 

International Paper
910-258-1522
www.internationalpaper.com
 
J.R. Simplot Company
252-508-2677
www.simplot.com

John Hackney Agency 
of Rocky Mount
252-442-3186
www.JHARM.com

Kuehne + Nagle, Inc.
704-359-5035
www.kuehne-nagel.com
Lancaster Farms LLC
252-291-9278
www.LancasterFarmsNC.com

Marrone Bio Innovations, Inc.
904-570-0041
www.marronebio.com

Nash Produce
52-443-6011
www.nashproduce.com

NC Certified SweetPotato Seed
Sue Leggett 252-904-5594 or
Jim Jones 252-230-2084

NC Yam Festival
910-377-3012
www.ncyamfestival.com

Pierce Soil and Crop Consulting
919-920-0238
Princeton, NC

Pratt Industries
704-878-6615
www.prattindustries.com 

Roberson Produce Co.
912-375-5760
www.robersononion.com

S.A.I.L.  
Sea Air Integrated Logistics
252-243-7245
www.sail.li

 

Scott Farms
919-284-4030
www.scottfarms.com
 
Southern Container
252-237-0539
www.socontainers.com

Spraying Systems Co.
800-95-SPRAY
www.spray.com

Spring Acres Sales Co.
252-478-5127
www.springacres.com

Steele Plant Company
731-648-5476
www.sweetpotatoplants.com

Strickland Bros. Enterprises
252-478-3058
www.stricklandbros.com

Triangle Risk Advisors
919-496-2239
www.triangleinsurance.com

TriEst Ag Group & Irrigation
843-944-0596
www.triestirrigation.com

Trinity Frozen Foods
910-991-5958
www.trinityfrozenfoods.com

Vick Family Farms
252-237-7313
www.vickfamilyfarms.com

Weaver Fertilizer Co.
1336-661-1495
www.weaverfertilizer.com

Wilco Transportation Services, Inc.
919-689-2500
wtsexpress3@att.net

Yara
252-504-2514
www.yara.us

2018-19 ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
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MARKETING WORTH MENTIONING
Spring is in full swing, and the North Carolina Sweet-
Potato Commission and French|West|Vaughan’s 
(FWV) partnership could not be sweeter!

The media relations team has been keeping your  
North Carolina sweetpotatoes in the news! In  
conjunction with North Carolina Ag Day, FWV  
developed and distributed a 
teaser announcement about 
the forthcoming branded 
program, resulting in some  
coverage on Product  
Market Guide, The Packer 
and led to an interview with  
NCSPC Executive Director, 
Kelly McIver, on AndNow-
UKnow.     Business North 
Carolina also included a quote 
from Kelly in its March issue, 
“Cash Crop.” 

North Carolina sweetpotato recipes received national 
attention on MSN.com: Our sweetpotato pie recipe took 
the No. 10 spot on the list of “100 Recipes for Pi Day” 
article, and Curried Sweetpotato and Apple Soup 
ranked No. 22 in the “50 Perfect Ways to Cook Potatoes”  
gallery. In addition to national acclaim, North Carolina 
sweetpotatoes got some love in Bowling Green, Ky., 
when they were featured on WBKO-TV’s midday show 
in a North Carolina-inspired shrimp and grits recipe.

Quarterly media relations impressions show we have 
reached more than 20.5M! 

To create buzz around the health benefits of North  

Carolina sweetpotatoes, we engaged three health food 
influencers to develop a unique sweetpotato recipe 
to be posted on the influencer’s social channels and 
blog. Check out these delicious recipes on the NCSPC 
website and our social media channels: North Carolina 
Sweetpotato Enchiladas, North Carolina Sweetpotato 

Waffles and North Carolina 
Sweetpotato Deviled Eggs.  

FWV’s creative team conduct-
ed a photo and video shoot 
of four new recipes for the  
NCSPC website. The assets 
will also be implemented on 
our social channels in the 
coming weeks and months.

Development of the new 
n c s w e e t p o t a t o e s . c o m 
remained underway this past 
quarter and will go live this 

month.

Additionally, FWV assited with invitations 
to media and influencers asking for them to join 
us at the Come to our Table Event at the Tobacco  
Pavilion  held at the NC State Fairgrounds on May 11. 
Nineteen media and influencers attended the event. 
Many influencer attendees shared Instagram stories 
and posts in real-time throughout the event, accounting 
for more than 385K potential organic impressions thus 
far, and we are certain there will be more!  

The team has been busy planning for FY 19-20, and 
we can’t wait for another sweet year together!

CONTINUED FROM COVER 
construction of four new greenhouses (10,000 sq ft total) on NC State campus that will be dedicated only 
to the production of certified elite sweetpotato plants from the MPRU.  Matching funding from the Golden 
LEAF Foundation and the NCSU College of Agriculture & Life Sciences has been critical to making this 
vision a reality.

The greenhouse construction financial pledge to be paid by the North Carolina Certified Sweetpotato Seed 
Growers  Association will be funded by individual micropropagation greenhouse growers via a self-as-
sessed fee on cuttings from their greenhouses. The increased costs of production realized by the certified 
greenhouse growers may result in increased prices to their customers towards payment for the strategic 
investment in new certified greenhouses for the MPRU.

The MPRU is one of a handful of unique facilities in the U.S. that micropropagate clean plant material as part of the 
National Clean Plant Network administered by a division of USDA-APHIS. The MPRU greenhouse expansion 
strategically positions North Carolina for growth in the sweet potato industry by providing a larger founda-
tion for the production of certified sweetpotato plants and seed materials.  We are excited to announce that 
the new MPRU greenhouse facility is scheduled to begin operations starting in May 2019.  
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North Carolina SweetPotato Commission 
700 E. Parrish Dr., Suite C 
Benson, NC 27504 
919.894.1067 ph 
919.894.7018 fax 
www.ncsweetpotatoes.com

June 11| Board of Directors Meeting 6:00 PM - NCSPC Office

June 12| Brand Task Force Meeting 1:00 PM  - NCSPS Office 

June 25| Touch-A-Tractor Event 10:00 AM - North Hills Raleigh  

June 29| Travel Trade Mission with NCDA 

July 4     |Holiday - Office Closed

July 14-17| USSP Council Board Meeting - Washington D.C.

July 17-19 | NC Summer Teacher Conference - Greensboro

July 31  | Promotions Meeting 2:00 PM - NCSPC Office

Aug  13| Board of Directors Meeting 6:00 PM - NCSPC Office


