
Annual Meeting Topics include:

 Understanding the PACA Trust 

 Legislative Updates

 IR-4 Update

 Lorsban & Belay Update

 Nematode Update

 Status of NC Seed in Louisiana

December 2018
Dec. 11 -  6:00 PM 
Board of Directors Meeting 
 
Dec. 18 -  9:00 AM 
Branding Task Force Meeting 
 
Dec. 24 - 26  
Christmas  Holiday  
Office Closed 
 
Jan. 1  
New Year’s Day  
Office Closed 
 
Jan. 17  8:00 AM 
Annual Meeting  - Maxwell 
Center Goldsboro, NC  
 
Jan. 20 - 22  
National Sweet Potato 
Convention 
New Orleans, LA 
 
Jan. 30 - 31 
USDA Fruit and Vegetable 
Advisory Meeting 
 
Feb. 12 – 6:00 PM 
Board of Directors Meeting 

 
Feb. 21 - Time TBA 
Regional Sweet Potato Meeting  
Wilson Ag Center - Wilson, NC

NCSPC 
Calendar 

Sweet Potato
Speak

News about the North Carolina Sweetpotato Industry
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   Staff
 Kelly McIver, Executive Director 

 
 Cindy Vanderhoof, Bookkeeper 

 
 CoCo Daughtry, Communications
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BOARD OF

DIRECTORS

Disaster Relief Available
The North Carolina General Assembly is working diligently 
to lock in federal dollars for producers who suffered 
losses during Hurricane Florence.  This assistance will 
be on commodities planted but not harvested prior to 
September 13, 2018.  For assistance with your claim, 
visit your local cooperative extension office or visit:  
www.ncagr.gov/agriculturaldisasterprogram/

Applications are due no later than close of business 
December 10, 2018.

Jeffery Lee, PRESIDENT  
Jeffery Lee Farms 
 
Robert Boyette, VICE PRESIDENT  
Boyette Brothers Produce 
 
Thomas Joyner 
SECRETARY-TREASURER 
Nash Produce 
 
Brent Leggett 
Leggett Farming Partnership 
 
Dewey Scott 
Scott Farms 
 
Frank Howell  
Howell Farming Co., Inc. 
 
Johnny Barnes 
Barnes Farming Corp. 
 
Kim K. LeQuire  
Kornegay Family Farms and Produce 
 
Lynwood Vick 
Vick Family Farms Partnership 
 
Michael Wood 
J Roland Wood Farms
Rob Hill 
Tull Hill Farms 
 
Scott Sullivan 
Sullivan Farms, Inc.                    

&
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1. Disease tested meristem  
    tissue culture

5. Storage Inspections

Don’t let inferior seed kill 
your market...

We have recently witnessed 
what inferior seed can do to our 
sweetpotato markets.  The  
Louisiana Department of 
Agriculture and Forestry 
quarantined North Carolina 
sweetpotato products to 
include seed, plants/slips, 
fresh market and processing 
potatoes originating in North 
Carolina in response to a delivery 
of Guava Root Knot Nematode, 
Meloidogyne enterolobi, infected 
roots. North Carolina producers/
shippers/packers will no longer 
be able to sell slips, storage roots, 
and packed fresh roots in Louisiana; 
unfortunately, other states may 
soon follow with similar action.  
Could this have been avoided?  Yes, 
but first we have to figure out how 
we got here.  We got here quite 
simply by buying or trading inferior 
‘seed’.  In some cases this inferior 
seed was cheaper or misrepresented 
as high quality seed.  Whatever the 
case, don’t confuse these sources with 
most economical. When purchasing 
seed, we need to treat it as an input 
much like fertilizers, insecticides, and 
herbicides.  We need to look beyond 
direct cost and ask additional questions, 
like: Am I importing somebody else’s 
problem? Will my yield and quality suffer 
if I use inferior seed? Am I introducing 
unwanted pest/pathogens with my seed?  
Am I getting the biggest return on my 
purchase, and am I getting the variety 
I asked for?  Answer no to any of these 
questions and your bottom line will suffer.  
This is particularly important when we see 
the emergence of old and new pests such 
as black rot or Meloidogyne enterolobi.

A good defense against these pests starts 
with purchasing seed from a reputable 
source certified by an independent agency 
that makes every effort to assure seed has 
been produced using best management 
practices.  North Carolina Crop Improvement  
Association (NCCIA) serves as the independent 
agency in North Carolina and has a long  
history of certifying sweetpotatoes dating 
back to 1929.  NCCIA’s primary purpose is to  
perform seed certification activities in  
cooperation with North Carolina State  
University and the NC Department of Agriculture. 

Sweetpotato seed certification is unique from 
other certified seed crops but it follows the same 
basic principles and relies on a system of record 
keeping, field inspections, storage inspections, 
and certificate (blue tag) accountability.  Certified 
sweetpotato seed producers must follow a 
strict set of production standards designed to  
minimize the transmission of pathogens and 
to maintain true-to-type seed stock.  These  
standards include: 

 1)  Starting with disease tested  
       vegetative seed stock, 
 2)  Isolating greenhouse production   
       from disease spreading pests,
 3)  Long field rotations, 
 4)  Field isolation, 
 5)  Mandatory field and storage 
      inspections, 
 6)  Labeling and record keeping to 
       maintain seed chain custody, 
 7)  Maintenance of varietal purity

Sweetpotato producers have the option of  
purchasing Elite vine cuttings, G1 certified 
roots or G2 certified roots.  By the time G2  
storage roots are offered for sale they have been  
inspected by experienced and trained inspectors 
at a minimum of ten control points, see figure 
1 below. It is helpful to pay attention to the 
seed generation and to try to obtain the newest  
generation of seed possible.  The generation or 
‘G’ number indicates how many years that seed 
has been in the field and exposed to potential 
natural infection.  Thus, G1 seed was grown 
in the field for one year and can be bedded to  
produce vines in the second year.  Likewise, 
G2 seed has been grown in the field for two 
years and can be bedded to produce vines in 
the third year, and so on.  Infection by viruses, 
bacteria, fungi, and nematodes can occur  
rapidly in the first year if the crop is exposed to 
the wrong conditions.  Therefore, the best quality 
is most likely to be obtained by buying certified,  
inspected seed from a trustworthy source that 
is of the lowest G number feasible.  Seed is 
“Certified” only when it is accompanied by an 
official serialized certificate issued by NCCIA. If 
you have any doubt regarding the authenticity 
of a certificate, contact the NCCIA office.  

Visit the NCCIA website at nccrop.com for variety,  
certified seed grower, and certification stan-
dards information.  

Contact information: 3709 Hillsborough, Raleigh, 
NC 27607; phone (919) 515-2851.  

LAB NOTES Newsletter
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North 
Carolina Report: 
John Cooper - Connect C
The effects of Hurricanes Florence 
and Michael on the State’s sweet 
potato crop were more harmful in 
some areas than others.  The rainfall 
from Florence came at the wrong 
time.   Loss estimates are around 
35%.   Those of us fortunate enough 
to be out of harms way have moved 
on with our lives but the effects on 
many of our rural citizens will take 
years to return to a new normal.  So 
many issues in our everyday lives 
seem important until we hear about 
producers who have been farming 
their whole lives that lost their homes 
and their land and may lose their 
livelihoods as well.    Our thought 
and prayers continue to be with our 
agricultural community.

The team at Connect C is proud to 
partner with the North Carolina Sweet 
Potato Commission as we obtain  
legislation and administrative action 
at the State and National level that is 
beneficial to the sweet potato industry 
in North Carolina.   

Federal 
Report:   
Brad 

Edwards - 
Jenkins Hill Consulting
Congress has recently returned from 
the 2018 election cycle.  As reported, 
The U.S. House of Representatives will 
change control to a Democrat majority 
in January 2019 and the U.S. Senate has 
retained a Republican majority for the 
116 the Congress, the final numbers 
are still to be determined with recounts 
underway in several House and one 
Senate race.  In addition one U.S. 
Senate seat will be decided with a 
run-off election in Mississippi on  
November 27, 2018, but will not 
change control whatever the outcome.   
A split Congress will likely see limited  
major legislative action with the   
exception of the yearly fiscal year 
spending bills and possibly some  
infrastructure legislation, drug pricing, 
trade and privacy issues. 

Congress is currently trying to wrap 
up this session of Congress in their 
lame duck session.  The current  
Continuing Resolution (CR) expires 
on December 7th for the following 
FY19 appropriations bills will need to 
be approved; departments of State, 

Homeland Security, Commerce, 
Agriculture, Transportation, Interior, 
Justice and HUD, as well as science 
programs, foreign operations and 
agencies like the IRS and EPA. Funding 
runs out in Sept. 30, 2019 for the  
departments of Education, Energy,  
Labor, Defense, Veterans Affairs and 
HHS, plus water projects, the Legislative 
Branch and military construction. The 
National Flood Insurance Program  
expires on Nov. 30.

There is a possibility that Congress will 
try and finish up the Farm Bill prior to  
adjourning for the year, but several  
differences remain to be negotiated out 
which include, the work requirements 
for the SNAP program and eligibility  
requirements for farm programs.   
Congress will likely attach to a final 
spending bill,additional disaster funding 
relating to Hurricane Florence, Michael  
and California wildfires.   

CAPITOL 
BRIEFS
Federal & State

There is possibility that Congress 
will try and finish up the Farm Bill 
prior to adjourning for the year,



Marketing & Public Relations 
UPDATE 

O ver 
the last quarter, 
French/West/Vaughan has 
jumped in and fully immersed itself 
in the North Carolina SweetPotato 
Commission. A few highlights this 
quarter: 

FWV attended the international 
blogger tour we hosted in October, 
which included a farm visit to see 
firsthand the sweet potato process 
from field to storage. In addition, the 
team joined the NCSPC and State 
Farmer’s Market team at Sweet 
Potato Day at the State Farmer’s 
Market. FWV manned a prize wheel 
for visitors to win NCSPC swag, 
which turned out to be a huge 
success, and captured content for 
our social channels! 

O n 
t h e 

PR side, the 
team worked 

closely with the 
NCSPC staff to 

develop messages  
both pre- and post- 

Hurricane Florence 
to disseminate to 

national and trade 
queries. Press releases 

and pitches highlighting 
the North Carolina Sweet Feet 
Team, North Carolina State Fair 
Sweet Potato Recipe Contest winner, 
recipes to make for Thanksgiving 
and the holidays were all distributed 
to a variety of target media outlets. 
As a result of their efforts, more 
than 45M impressions have been 
generated to date. 

On the social side of business, 
FWV has taken over posting and 
management of our Facebook, 
Twitter, Instagram and Pinterest 
channels. The content shared 
there is not only informative, but 
North Carolina-centric! We are 

now gearing up for a holiday 
influencer campaign that will 

showcase original North Carolina 
sweet potato recipes on Instagram 
in December.  

An important note for all: FWV 
will streamline our Facebook 
pages this month.  Don’t fret, 
growers: a private Facebook group 
has been created to house news 
and information specific to you, 
similar to the current page. To add 
yourself to the group, please visit:  
h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
groups/276766589710898/

Behind the scenes, FWV has worked 
with NCSPC staff on multiple 
promotions, begun website 
redesign, attended committee 
meetings to provide marketing 
suggestions, brainstormed new 
ideas, continued to learn and so 
much more!  

It’s the sweetest partnership!
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F.O.B. Price Range
 August 5 - November 10, 2018

 US#1    $12.00 - $17.00

 US #2   $ 8.00 - $10.00

 Jumbos   $ 7.00 - $11.00

 US #1 Petite $10.00 - 14.00

Price and shipment information for North Carolina sweet potatoes is compiled from semi-weekly reports issued by the North Carolina Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Federal-State Market News office.  Market information on sweet potatoes has been gathered for over 
50 years by the North Carolina office.  Market News provides current, unbiased price and sales information to assist in the orderly marketing 
and distribution of farm commodities.  The reports give farmers, producers, and other agricultural businesses the information they need to 
evaluate market conditions, identify trends, make purchasing decisions, monitor price patterns, evaluate transportation equipment needs, and 
accurately assess movement.  The information is also provided for its historical value and its usefulness in planning and marketing future crops.  
Other users of sweet potato market news data include financial lenders, insurance institutions, the USDA Farm Service Agency, the USDA Risk 
Management Agency, university researchers, and processing manufacturers.

Market News depends on the voluntary participation of industry members, including shippers, growers, buyers, and processors to supply 
information to make these reports possible.  Consistent and honest reporting is essential.  In recent months participation has waned resulting 
in an incomplete representation of North Carolina volume being shipped, especially when comparing movement to previous years.  Refusing to 
participate or sporadic participation only serves to degrade and jeopardize the value of these reports.  If you currently participate in providing 
price and shipment information to Market News, thank you and please continue to do so; please encourage your peers to do so as well, as 
you, the end user, can be our biggest advocate if you are willing to spread the word.  If you are not currently participating, please reconsider, 
because everyone’s information, no matter how great or small, is important in helping to generate the most accurate representation of the 
market.

For questions, comments, concerns, or if you are willing to become a contributing contact you may reach me, Karrie Gonzalez, 
NCDA&CS Market News Supervisor, at (919) 707-3121 or Karrie.Gonzalez@ncagr.gov.

AUGUST 5 - NOVEMBER 10, 2018 
NC MARKETING REPORT

*Source: NCDA&CS Market News
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Arcola Hardwood Co., Inc.
252-257-4484 
Warrenton, NC

Barfoots of Botley
+44 1243 261211 
www.barfoots.com 
West Sussex, UK 
 
Bennett International 
Transport
252-206-5444 
www.bennettig.com 
 
Carolina Farm Credit
704-761-2897 
www.farmcreditofnc.com 

Clinton Truck & Tractor Co.
910-592-4188 
www.clintontt.com 
 
Courtier Nordany Broker, Inc.
506-473-9492 
www.nordany.com 

Georgia Pacific 
404-652-2765 
www.gpcorrugated.com  
 
Highland Fresh Technologies 
13-951-2912 
www.highlandfresh.net

International Paper
910-258-1522 
www.internationalpaper.com

J.R. Simplot Company
252-508-2677 
www.simplot.com

John Hackney Agency  
of Rocky Mount 
252-442-3186 
www.JHARM.com 
 
Kuehne + Nagle, Inc.
704-359-5035 
www.keuhne-Nagle.com

Lancaster Farms LLC
252-291-9278 
www.LancasterFarmsNC.com

Nash Produce
52-443-6011 
www.nashproduce.com 
 
NC Certified SweetPotato Seed
Sue Leggett 252-904-5594 or 
Jim Jones 252-230-2084 
 
NC Yam Festival
910-377-3012 
www.ncyamfestival.com 

Pierce Soil and Crop Consulting
919-920-0238 

Pratt Industries
704-878-6615 
www.prattindustries.com 
 
Roberson Produce Co.
912-375-5760 
www.robersononion.com

Scott Farms
919-284-4030 
www.scottfarms.com 

 
 

Southern Container
252-237-0539 
www.socontainers.com

Spring Acres Sales Co.
252-478-5127 
www.springacres.com

Steele Plant Company 
731-648-5476 
www.sweetpotatoplants.com 

Strickland Bros. Enterprises
252-478-3058 
www.stricklandbros.com

Triangle Risk Advisors
919-496-2239 
www.triangleinsurance.com 

TriEst Ag Group & Irrigation
843-944-0596 
www.triestirrigation.com 

Vick Family Farms
252-237-7313 
www.vickfamilyfarms.com

Wilco Transportation Services, 
Inc.
919-689-2500 
wtsexpress3@att.net
 
Yara 
252-504-2514 
www.yara.us 
 

NCSPC  ASSOCIATE 
MEMBERS 

Call NCSPC Office today 
to renew your 

Associate Membership
(919) 894-1067
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North Carolina SweetPotato Commission 
700 E. Parrish Dr., Suite C 
Benson, NC 27504 
919.894.1067 ph 
919.894.7018 fax 
www.ncsweetpotatoes.com


