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The North Carolina SweetPotato Commission Inc. is a nonprofi t corporation made up of over 400 sweet potato growers
along with the packers, processors and business associates that support them. The sole purpose of the commission
is to increase sweet potato consumption through education, promotional activities, research and honorable 
horticultural practices among its producers. Thanks to the six sweet potato farmers that chartered the commission
in 1961, the commission has supported its growers and maintained North Carolina as the No. 1 sweet potato
producing state in the United States since 1971.

Internal Necrosis Update
Internal necrosis (IN) occurs in the 
sweetpotato flesh near the stem end as
small light brown or black areas but can 
become severe when symptoms extend 
half way longitudinally down the storage
root with large brown or black areas 
across the entire root. Certain varieties 
of sweetpotato are more likely to exhibit
IN, with Covington being one of them. 
Previous research has shown that IN is
not caused by herbicides or insecticides,
and it is not a disease. It appears to be 
a physiological problem when roots are
exposed to stress conditions.

Three field studies were conducted in 
2016 to evaluate the pre-harvest effects
of high chlorine levels in fertilizer and
the effect of mowing (stress conditions)
on the incidence and severity of IN. Once 
roots were harvested from the fields that
were exposed to these stress conditions,
they were placed in curing rooms in which 
temperature (58, 75, and 82oF) and time
at these temperatures (0, 1/2, 1, 2, 3 and
5 weeks) were varied after harvest.  The
extra long period of root exposure to 
either 75o or 82oF (2 to 5 weeks) was to 
simulate difficulties some growers may 
experience in efficiently cooling their 
rooms after curing.

Pre-harvest conditions of high chlorine 
levels and mowing prior to harvest
appeared to have minimal effect on the 
incidence or severity of IN. Postharvest
conditions had a consistent effect on 
the incidence of IN. When not cured, and
when sweetpotato storage roots were
cured at 75o or 82oF temperatures for no
more than at ½ week, IN was the lowest. 
When sweetpotato roots were cured or
exposed to temperatures for 1 week at

75  and 82 F, more IN occurred than at ½ 
pp

week. When sweetpotatoes were exposed 
to temperatures of 75o and 82oF for 2
or more weeks, IN incidence reached its 
highest levels and was at least 10%.

The key take home message 
from these research studies are:

1. Mowing is a good way to help tight-
en the skin and reduce skinning as the
incidence of IN was not affected by 
mowing.

2. Maintain curing temperatures below 
80oF to help reduce the incidence of IN
and limit curing time to no more than
1 week.

By:  Jonathan R. Schultheis and
      Fernando Montero
      North Carolina State University,
      Department of Horticultural Science



2016-20172016-2017
Associate MembersAssociate Members

5 Girls Produce
Clinton, NC

AgBiome Innovations 
RTP, NC 

Allen Lund Company    
Winchester, VA 

Arcola Hardwood Company
Warrenton, NC                                                              

AS  Wilcox Ltd. 
New Zeland     

Atlantic Packaging    
Wilmington, NC                        

B&B Produce
Benson, NC                                                                                                   

Barfoots of Botley
West Sussex, UK

BB & T Bank
Smithfield, NC

Benchmark Bldg. & Irrigation
Murfreesboro, NC

Carolina Eastern-Benson
Benson, NC 

Carolina Farm Credit
Statesville, NC

Carolina Innovative Food 
Ingredients
Nashville, NC

Clinton Truck & Tractor Co.
Clinton, NC

Coastal Agro Business
Greenville, NC

Crop Management Services
Princeton, NC

EWR, Inc.
Collierville, TN

Farm Pak Products
Spring Hope, NC

Frost, PLLC
Raleigh, NC

Ham Produce Co.
Snow Hill, NC 

Interlog USA
Wilson, NC

International Paper          
Lumberton, NC
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Federal Report: Brad Edwards - Jenkins Hill
Consulting

House Judiciary Committee passed HR 4092,
Agriculture Guest Worker Act on October 23, 
2017.  This legislation would also likely include
the HR 3711, Legal Workforce Act.  At the time,
no House floor time has been scheduled and likely 
would not see House floor action until later this 
year or early 2018.  There is no Senate companion 
legislation at this time, but discussions have occurred 
with Senators about trying to incorporate these 
measures into other immigration related issues 
that Congress will need to address early in 2018.

Congress has begun their debate on the tax reform legislation, Tax Cuts and Jobs Act.  
This process is scheduled at this time to be finalized and sent to the President by the end
of this year.  In addition, Congress will need to address the FY18 budget and appropriations
funding levels for the federal government.  The current date of expiration is December 
8, 2017.  

The current Farm Bill expires on September 30, 2018, and the House and Senate Agriculture
Committees continue to hold field hearings and hearings on Capitol Hill in anticipation of 
introducing and debating the Farm Bill in 2018.

North Carolina Report: John Cooper - Connect C

A three-judge panel has asked an expert from Stanford University to help them redraw
legislative districts that they have deemed unconstitutional. The panel found that nine 
(two Senate and 7 House) districts were still illegally gerrymandered after the General
Assembly redrew the maps in August. The panel said that Nathaniel Persily’s expertise 
is needed because the filing period for the 2018 elections opens in February.   The 2011
House districts that Persily is directed to redraw include two each in Mecklenburg, Wake
and Guilford counties and one covering parts of Sampson, Duplin and Wayne counties. 
One Senate district is in Guilford and the other is in parts of Hoke and Cumberland counties.
Districts adjoining the targeted districts also will have to be adjusted.

Regarding Judicial Reform and Redistricting, concern remains with a provision in an
elections bill passed this month that cancels the 2018 judicial primaries.  Those opposed
feel there is no need to cancel those primaries since those are positions elected statewide.  
Regarding voting redistricting maps, legislators have said there will be opportunities
to improve the proposed maps while in the Senate, and any differences between the two 
plans will be settled through a conference committee involving legislators from both
chambers.  Sen. Phil Berger announced the creation of the Senate Select Committee on
Judicial Reform and Redistricting. The panel of ten Republican senators and five
Democrats will consider carefully proposed redrawn judicial election districts the House
approved this month. The committee also plans to discuss whether to scrap current head-
to-head elections for judgeships and replace them with a “merit selection” system.  Berger 
also didn’t rule out keeping the current model but potentially changing the frequency and
types of elections.  

The legislature will reconvene January 10, 2018 to consider veto overrides, judicial
districts, Constitutional amendments, House and Senate redistricting, appointments and
confirmations, and several other issues.

 Capitol Briefs Capitol Briefs



3

The NC Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
(NCDA&CS) was excited to help the NCSPC find out how people attending
the NC State Fair were going to be sweet at their booth in the Got to 
Be NC tent.  The booth gave both the Commission and the Department 
a chance to answer consumers questions about sweet potatoes and
encourage them to be sweet by eating NC sweet potatoes every day.  

Immediately following the fair, NCSPC and NCDA& CS representatives
attended the Food and Nutrition Conference and Expo (FNCE) in 
Chicago, which is the annual meeting of the Academy of Nutrition and
Dietetics.  Our goal was to walk the floor of the trade show, gathering 
ideas and seeing what information Registered Dieticians want, so we
can prepare to exhibit at this show in 2018.  Over 13,000 attendees
visited the show.  We were excited to see other commodity groups
represented at the show, which proved the demand for information 
from farmers and farm organizations is in demand.

Looking ahead to 2018, we will host a Sweet Potato Food Truck
Rodeo in Garner, on February 24, to celebrate Sweet Potato month.
Interested growers may participate in one of two ways: by 
sponsoring a truck either 1) monetarily or 2) by sending sweet
potatoes directly to your assigned truck.  You will have the
opportunity to gain recognition and visibility for your farm.  Please
contact the commission office (919) 894-1067 if you would like
to participate and your preference as to option 1 or 2 so we
may begin work on the signs!  Watch the Tater Talk e-news fors
further detail. 

State Trade Expansion Program (STEP) grant funds are available
to assist companies interested in exporting. Grants can assist
companies participating in international trade shows, foreign
trade shows and trade missions; developing websites to attract 
foreign buyers; designing international marketing materials;
obtaining services to support foreign market entry; and attending select export education courses throughout the 
year. Funds are available on a first-come, first-served basis. *Restrictions apply; please visit www.edpnc.com/step
for further detail.

Marketing efforts in Scandinavia since January have moved sweet potatoes up in the marketplace:

 ** (as noted in the WISERTRade State Database)
Our programs are being well received. Both online and in print customers were informed on customs here in America, 
including new recipes developed for this campaign.  Additionally information was shared on topics such as sweet 
potato cultivation and harvest.

NCDA International Marketing plans to host a one and a half day export seminar toward the end May 2018, at the Sheraton
in Greensboro.  If you are interested in attending, please contact Michelle Wang at Michelle.Wang@ncagr.gov so
conference rooms and hotel room blocks can be planned accordingly.

In the Marketplace

Location 2016 Annual KG YTD 2017 KG

Norway 108,760 675,351 (up 3000%)

Finland 328,540 1,069,914 (up 839%)

Sweden 61,500 192,516 (up 839%)

Growers: Will and Joyce Boykin



NC Marketing Report   
July 30, 2017 thru October 21, 2017

Total - 40 Pound Cartons 2,287,304
The FOB Prices ranges for this time are:
• US#1 $13-$16
• US #2 $8 - $10
• Jumbos  $8 - $10
• US #1 $11 - $14

Petites
The 2016 crop season total to date (August 14, 2016 thru October 21, The 2016 crop season total to date (August 14, 2016 thru October 21, 
2017) is: 2017) is: 

17,809,491 (40 pound cartons fresh market sweet potatoes)17,809,491 (40 pound cartons fresh market sweet potatoes)
This compares to 17,316,665 (40 pound cartons fresh market sweet This compares to 17,316,665 (40 pound cartons fresh market sweet 
potatoes) for the total to date last season of the 2015 crop.potatoes) for the total to date last season of the 2015 crop.
* Source: NCDA&CS * Source: NCDA&CS MarketMarket  NewsNews

Total Pounds in addition to Fresh Market  
20,780,443 

Th is report concludes shipments of the 2016 crop.



 Public Relations Update     

We are encouraging YOU to Be Sweet More Often. It’s good
advice, whether it’s dropping off dinner for your neighbor
or bringing a surprise dessert to coworkers. With sweet
potatoes, being sweet is a little bit easier and more delicious. The 
campaign is about finding little ways to make a difference, not
just around the holidays, but throughout the year. Wouldn’t the 
world be just a little bit better if everyone followed this mantra?

To bring Be Sweet More Often to life, NCSPC is partnering with
Honest Cooking and 20 influential food bloggers to bring some
sweetness to you, your family, and friends. This campaign will 
highlight sweet potatoes in 20 new recipes showing that being
a little sweeter and adding more sweet potatoes to your meals
can be quick, easy and delicious. Through our partnership, 
Honest Cooking is distributing a “Be Sweet More Often”
e-newsletter, promoting a ‘Sweet Potato Crostini: Three Ways’ 
video tutorial and hosting a dedicated “Be Sweet More Often” 
landing page featuring all sweet potato recipes and surrounding 
banner ads.

To drive traffic to the Commission’s website and encourage 
engagement on social media, the Commission is hosting a

giveaway encouraging sweet potato lovers to share the sweetness. The winner will receive two Vitamix’s – one for
them and one for a friend.  It doesn’t get much sweeter than that!

We want to hear how YOU are being sweet more often, and be sure 
to tag us on social media using @Sweet_Taters with the hashtag
#BeSweetMoreOften.

Kicking off in January, we are partnering with MyFitnessPal, a fitness 
and healthy eating online community, to encourage greater use of 
sweet potatoes among health and fitness enthusiasts. 

Seeking self-improvement through nutrition and fitness, MyFitnessPal
members already know sweet potatoes are a natural choice for those
living a healthy, active lifestyle. The Commission’s partnership with
MyFitnessPal will be a creative campaign in which our ads will act as
visual reminders of all the nutritious and delicious ways members can incorporate sweet potatoes into their health/
fitness journey throughout the year. The goal of the campaign is to deliver sweet potato recipes, tips and inspiration 
by driving this health-conscious audience to the Commission’s website. The campaign is a 3-month partnership taking
place the months of January, May and July to emphasize sweet potatoes’ year-round availability and versatility.
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North Carolina SweetPotato Commission
700 E. Parrish Dr. Suite C
Benson, NC 27504
919.894.1067 ph   
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Associate Members (cont’d)
Techmark, Inc.
Lansing, MI
    
Timac Agro
Rocky Mount, NC

TriEst Irrigation
Darlington, SC

UPI
Chapel Hill, NC

Vick Family Farm Partnership
Wilson, NC 
                     
Wada Farms Marketing  
Raleigh, NC 
                          
Wadson Farm Ltd.
Bermudua

Wayne E. Bailey Produce   
Chadbourn, NC     
                      
Wilco Transportation Services 
Mt. Olive, NC

Williamson Produce
Wilson, NC  

Yara 
Beaufort, NC  

Lancaster Farms LLC            
Wilson, NC

Mallory Alexander Int’l 
Logistics           
Memphis, TN

Manry-Rawls
Franklin, VA 

Moody Dunbar
Dunn, NC

Nash Produce
Nashville, NC

Nature’s Way Farms, Inc.              
Faison, NC

NC Certified Seed Producers
Nashville, NC

Netafim
Fresno, CA
                                          
Quality Equipment
Dunn, Clinton, Fuquay-Varina, NC

Pratt Industries
Statesville, NC

Quality Equipment 
Dunn, NC

Roberson Onion Co. 
Hazlehurst, GA 

Robinson Fresh
Eden Prairie, MN

S.A.I.L. Sea Air Integrated 
Logistics, LLC
Wilson, NC

Samskip Logistics
New Brunswick, NJ

Scott Farms
Lucama, NC

Snow Tractor & Equipment
Ayden, NC 

Southern Container
Wilson, NC

Spring Acres Sales Co.
Spring Hope, NC

Steele Plant Company
Gleason, TN

Streamlines NV
Tampa, FL 

Strickland Brothers Enterprise
Spring Hope, NC 


